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TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

Dear Sir: 

In regard to the above-identified patent application: 

1. We are transmitting herewith the attached Response to Notice of Improper Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE), Response to Office Action Dated July 17, 2001, and Return 
Receipt Postcard. 

2. With respect to additional fees: 

x A. No additional fees are required. 

x B. Please charge any additional fees or credit overpayments to the 

Deposit Account No. 13-2490. A duplicate copy of this sheet is 
enclosed. 

3. x CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CF.R. §1.8 (FIRST CLASS MAIL): The 
undersigned hereby certifies that this Transmittal Letter and the document(s) as described in 
paragraph 1 hereinabove, are being deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail, in an envelope addressed to Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 , on this 17 th day of January. 2002. 

DATED: January 17, 2002 BY: ^j^w^ V), f^_^ 

Amir N. Penn 
Registration No. 40,767 
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Asst. Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF IMPROPER 
REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION (RCE) 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the notice of improper request for continued examination (RCE) (a 
copy of which is enclosed), applicants hereby include the submission as required by 37 
C.F.R. §1.114 which is in compliance with 37 C.F.R. §1.121. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: January 17, 2002 



McDomrell Boehnen Hulbert & Berghoff 



Amir N. Perm 
Reg. No. 40,767 
Attorney for Applicant 
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NOTICE OF IMPROPER REQUESTFOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION <RCE)&> ^ jjj 

The request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 filed on / X /J 1 6 I j S 

improper for reason(s) indicated below: 



□ 1 . Continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to an application for a design patent. 

Applicant may wish to consider filing a continuing application under 37 CFR 1 .53(b) or a CPA 
under 37 CFR 1.53(d). 

□ 2. Continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to an application that was filed before 

June 8, 1995. Applicant may wish to consider filing a continuing application under 37 CFR 1 53(b) 
or a CPA under 37 CFR 1 .53(d). ' ' 

n 3. Continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to an application unless prosecution in 
the application is closed. If the RCE was accompanied by a reply to a non-final Office action, 
the reply will be entered and considered under 37 CFR 1.111. If the RCE was not accompanied by 

a reply, the time period set forth in the last Office action continues to run from the mailing date of that 

action. 

□ 4. The request was not filed before payment of the issue fee, and no petition under 37 CFR 1 .313 was 

granted. If this application has not yet issued as a patent, applicant may wish to consider filing either 
a petition under 37 CFR 1.313 to withdraw this application from issue, or a continuing application 
under 37 CFR 1.53(b). 

E 5. The request was not filed before abandonment of the application. The application was abandoned, 

or proceedings terminated on m% Applicant may wish to consider filing a 

petition under 37 CFR 1.137 to revive this abandoned application. 

□ 6. The request was not accompanied by the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) as required by 37 CFR 

1.114. Since the application is not under appeal, the time period set forth in the final Office action or 
notice of allowance continues to run from the mailing date of that action or notice. 

7. The request was not accompanied by a submission as required by 37 CFR 1.114. Since the 
application is not under appeal, the time period set forth in the final Office action or notice of 
allowance continues to run from the mailing date of that action or notice 
S<?£~ J~TT*<H tiro 3Tc-*4 i. ill 

Note: If a request for a continued prosecution application (CPA) under 37 CFR 1 .53(d) has been filed in 
the utility or plant application (including a previously filed CPA) that was filed on or after May 29, 2000 the 
request for a CPA has been treated as a RCE because the CPA practice no longer applies to such ' 
application. The constructive RCE, however, is improper for reason(s) indicated above. 

A copy of this notice MUST be returned with any reply. 

Direct the repto and any questions about this notice to: ^^^^ 

, Examining Group _ 1160 r, . 

(703)3 0? - «Z 7b' , 3?^- •'C^) 
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